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Today’s weather 


Snow 


showers. 
ww, 


High: 29 

Low: 23 
Saturday: Warmer, 38 | 27 
Sunday: Cloudy, 41 | 33 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


State defends choices 
for marijuana licenses 


The state defends how it 
awarded a limited number 
of medical marijuana grow 
licenses amid allegations of er- 
rors and wrongdoing. A4 


Nation &World 


Tavis Smiley ‘shocked’ 

by PBS suspension 

Tavis Smiley is fighting back 
against sexual misconduct ac- 
cusations that resulted in PBS 
suspending distribution of his 
late-night talk show. A8 


NE Ohio home sales 
jump in November 


November home sales were 
up 8.1 percent in Northeast 
Ohio as steady demand and 
scarce inventory continue to 
drive up prices. A12 


Sports 


LeBron has triple double 
in win over Lakers 


LeBron James tied Larry Bird 
for sixth place in NBA history 
in triple doubles and the Cav- 
aliers beat Lonzo Ball and the 
Lakers 121-112. B1 


Forum 


Is Warren primed 
for White House run? 


Opinion: Two analysts look at 
what Democratic Sen. Eliza- 
beth Warren would bring to a 
White House run — and what 
shes wouldn’t. E1 


Diversions 


Tapping into her past 

for ‘A Christmas Story’ 
Jane Krakowski, who plays 
Ralphie’s teacher in Fox’s “A 
Christmas Story Live,” puts 
her childhood tap lessons to 
good use. P1 


cleveland.com 


Ranking every 
Rock Hall nominee 
With the Rock Hall 
announcing its Class 
of 2018, we figured 
it was time to see 
how the new members stack 
up with their predecessors. 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Congress 


Dissension threatens tax bill 


Florida’s Rubio holds out over low-income child credit 


STEPHEN OHLEMACHER 
AND Marcy GORDON 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Re- 
publicans’ razor-thin mar- 
gin for driving their sweep- 
ing tax package through 
the Senate was thrown into 
jeopardy Thursday when 
GOP Sen. Marco Rubio of 
Florida declared he would 
vote against it unless nego- 


tiators expand the tax credit 
that low-income Americans 
can claim for their children. 

Rubio’s potential defec- 
tion complicates Republi- 
can leaders’ goal of mus- 
cling the $1.5 trillion bill 
through Congress next week 
to hand President Donald 
Trump his first major legis- 
lative victory by Christmas. 

Senate Republicans could 
still pass the package with- 


out Rubio’s vote, but they 
would be cutting it ex- 
tremely close. An original 
version was approved by 
only 51-49 — with Rubio’s 
support. The co-sponsor of 
Rubio’s proposed change, 
Republican Sen. Mike Lee 
of Utah, is undecided on 
the overall bill and pushing 
to make the credit as gen- 
erous as possible, said Lee 
spokesman Conn Carroll. 


The Senate turmoil came 
on the same day that a key 
faction of House Repub- 
licans came out in favor 
of the bill, boosting its 
chances. Members of the 
conservative House Free- 
dom Caucus predicted that 
the vast majority of their 
members would support 
the package. 


SEE TAXES | A15 


Elves in Santas workshop 


employee, brought her son Christopher Turner, center, to help with the toys. 


Kevin Foglyano, a biomedical 
engineer, dissects a talking- 
baby toy at the workshop. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Sarah Wilkinson, right, laughs as she tries to adapt a toy for children with disabilities during 

a workshop Thursday at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center. VA center employees 
volunteered to help rebuild the toys for RePlay for Kids, a nonprofit organization that repairs, 
adapts and distributes toys for children with various disabilities. Jennifer Livingston, left, a VA 


Volunteers adapt a talking 
Elmo doll for RePlay for Kids, a toy at Thursday’s workshop, 


nonprofit organization. making it more user-friendly. 


A VA employee works on a 


Media merger 


Disney, Fox announce $52B purchase deal 


BROOKS BARNES 
New York Times 


Los ANGELES — The Walt 
Disney Co. said Thursday 
that it had reached a deal 
to buy most of the assets 
of 21st Century Fox, the 
conglomerate controlled 
by Rupert Murdoch, in an 
all-stock transaction val- 
ued at roughly $52.4 bil- 
lion. 

While the agreement is 


subject to the approval of 
antitrust regulators — and 
the Justice Department 
recently moved to block a 
big media company, AT&T, 
from becoming even big- 
ger — the once unthink- 
able acquisition promises 
to reshape Hollywood and 
Silicon Valley. It is the big- 
gest counterattack from a 
traditional media com- 
pany against the tech gi- 
ants that have aggressively 


moved into the entertain- 
ment business. 

Disney now has enough 
muscle to become a true 
competitor to Netflix, 
Apple, Amazon, Google and 
Facebook in the fast-grow- 
ing realm of online video. 

At the same time, the 
agreement means that 
one of moviedom’s most 
celebrated studios, 20th 
Century Fox, will be down- 
sized, with some operations 


folded into Walt Disney Stu- 
dios or refocused to make 
films designed for online 
distribution. Founded in 
1935, the Fox studio cham- 
pioned Marilyn Monroe, 
produced classics like “The 
Sound of Music,” released 
the first “Star Wars” movie 
and, more recently, turned 
“Avatar” into the biggest 
ticket-seller of all time. 


SEE DISNEY | A13 


Insurance jobs 


Progressive 


set to hire 
1,300 here 


next year 


Easter-egg-prize 
video game pitches 
firm to millennials 


OLIVERA PERKINS 
operkins @ plaind.com 


Progressive Insurance 
plans to hire more than 
7,500 employees in 2018 
— about 1,300 of them in 
Northeast Ohio. 

But don’t wait until next 
year to apply for the open- 
ings, said Erin Hendrick, 
manager of recruiting. 

“We're starting to pick up 
now, in terms of hiring, for 
roles that would start in Jan- 
uary or February,” she said. 
“The first quarter tends to 
be a pretty strong hiring pe- 
riod.” 

Hendrick said many of 
the openings will be in the 
company’s customer care 
and claims functions. These 
include inbound sales rep- 
resentatives — who field 
customers’ requests, such 
as those involving quotes 
for new policies — as well as 
representatives who handle 
claims. 
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Deregulation 


FCC ends 
neutrality 
rules for 


internet 


BRIAN FUNG 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Federal 
regulators voted Thursday 
to allow internet providers 
to speed up service for some 
apps and websites — and 
block or slow down others 
— in a decision repealing 
landmark, Obama-era regu- 
lations for broadband com- 
panies such as AT&T and 
Verizon. 

The move to deregulate 
the telecom and cable in- 
dustry is a major setback 
for tech companies, con- 
sumer groups and Demo- 
crats who lobbied heavily 
against the decision. And it 
marks a significant victory 
for Republicans who vowed 
to roll back the efforts of 
the prior administration, 
despite a recent survey 
showing that 83 percent 
of Americans — including 
3 out of 4 Republicans — 
opposed the plan. 


SEE FCC | A15 


“Cleveland Museum of Art’s Jazz Age show is a 
glittery, ebullient knockout” -Plain Dealer 


THE JAZZ AGE 


AMERICAN STYLE IN THE 1920s 


00o 
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